
Convention Comments
By Lesley Solkoske

Before Salem and the 9th National Open Salt Convention fade too far into
the past, I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who had a
hand in making it such a success.  An undertaking like this is accomplished
only with the time and energy of many people.   
So……Thanks, once again to Karen Wetmore, who not only served as our

treasurer but also did all the arrangements with the hotel and the Peabody
Essex Museum; to Ruth and Warren Pilling for the tedious job of  keeping
track of registrations, down payments, balances, and dinner choices; to Karen
Ludwig, who manned the hospitality room with help from Sue Brown, Karen
Wetmore and a handful of volunteers, and who was also responsible for the
banquet table arrangements; to Maria Martell, who worked with the Pillings to
put together the registration packets; to Mimi Waible for printing, stuffing and
stamping the mailings; and to Fred and Lorraine Ayers for choosing fabulous
raffle salts and doing a great job of marketing them.
Our Bewitching Witch convention salt was the brainchild of Sandy Jzyk, who

not only came up with the concept but found the silversmiths.  She and her
committee (Karen Ludwig, Ruth and Warren Pilling) spent many hours meet-
ing with the Hermans, worrying about the prototype and then the deadlines,
wrapping, boxing, distributing and mailing.   She also convinced Jeff Herman
to be one of our speakers, which proved to be a real treat.
Others, outside the New England area, readily agreed to help.  Dick

Marsden photographed his Chinese Export porcelain salts for the talk at the
PEM; Mike and Sue Zagwoski took charge of the Buy & Sell session; Mike
and Linda Kump oversaw the displays; Al & Sherry Diamond ran a great auc-
tion once again, with an auction catalog this time  (Watch out, Sotheby's!);

Augustus Henry Heisey was born in
Hanover, Germany in 1842.  While
he was still a toddler, his family
moved to Merrittown, Pennsylvania,
near Pittsburgh and he grew up
there.  His first job was with the King
Glass Co., but he soon left and vol-
unteered for the Union Army in the
Civil War.  By 1865, when the War
ended, he had risen to the rank of
Captain.  He returned to civilian life
as a salesman with King Glass and
later Ripley Glass.  He evidently did
well, because he earned the reputa-
tion as the "Best Glass Salesman on
the Road".

In 1870, he further demonstrated
his ability to get ahead by marrying
Susan Duncan, only daughter of the
owner of Duncan & Sons Glass Co.
By 1873 he was an official in the
Duncan organization, and rose to the
status of co-owner when Susan's
father, George Duncan, died in 1879. 

In 1891, the glass industry had too
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Notes From the
Editor

As we start the 5th year for the
National Newsletter, we're treating
everyone to a special 24-page
issue!  We hope you enjoy it.

Thanks to Ed Bowman, Bub Bugel,
Al Diamond, Linda Drew, Jim Wrenn
and Mike Zagwoski for their many,
wonderful convention photos that
are included in this issue. 

Special thanks to Ed Berg for serv-
ing as Treasurer of OSC for its 1st
two years. He did a great job during
these initial, often confusing years
of the organization. He has now
been succeeded by Mike Zagwoski,
following elections at the National
Convention.  All other officers were
re-elected for another two years.

As you read through this newslet-
ter, you'll note that special recogni-
tion has been given to a few specific
individuals.  I'd also like to give
recognition to a group of individuals,
the Club Presidents.  Many, like
Chris Christensen, Sarah Kawakami
and Lesley Solkoske, have served
long terms, and all deserve not only
recognition but our special thanks
for all they have unselfishly given.  

Lastly, please note the "Collector
Participation" article on p.15.  If you
have a Chinese export porcelain
salt in your collection, please send
in a photo of it!
Rod Elser, Editor

© Copyright 2005 Open Salt Collectors
While we encourage the dissemination of information about open salt collect-

ing, we do like to know in advance when and where material originally appear-
ing in the National Newsletter will be used.  Please contact either the editor
(rcelser@aol.com) or publisher (al@agencyconsulting.com) if you would like to
reprint anything from this newsletter.  When the publication occurs, we also ask
that a copy of it be sent to either the editor or the publisher.

The National Newsletter is the official publication of Open Salt Collectors, a
nonprofit organization dedicated to promoting and encouraging the study, col-
lecting and preservation of open salts.  This is done through the publication of a
national newsletter, maintaining an informational web site, promoting member-
ship in open salt collecting clubs, publishing informational and educational arti-
cles in collector publications, and through other means as may be appropriate
from time to time.  The officers of Open Salt Collectors are:  Rod Elser,
President; Al Diamond, Vice President; Mike Zagwoski, Treasurer; Linda Drew,
Marketing Director; and Debi Raitz, Web Master.  

The National Newsletter of Open Salt Collectors is published twice per year, in
the spring and fall.  Subscriptions are available either directly or through any of
the collector’s clubs.  The subscription rate is $10/year.  Information about the
clubs is located on p.3.  Direct subscriptions can be made by sending your
name, address and check to Mike Zagwoski, OSC Treasurer, 2 White Birch
Lane, Horsham, PA 19044.

Page 18ASK MARY by Mary Kern

The Open Salt Collector’s
Newsletters are designed with the
assistance of MJ’s - a Graphic /
Web Design Company. For more
information and/or to request a
estimate, please visit MJ’s web
site at: www.mjs-graphicdesign-
plus.com, contact MJ via tele-
phone at: (843) 345-6032 or e-
mail at: mjkoval@knology.net.
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Rod Elser agreed to be the Banquet MC and Ed Bowman was the official
Convention  Photographer.  
And…. The Skit!   Great job by authors Nina Robertson, Sandy Jzyk and Debi

Raitz!  And by the now world-renowned "Not-Quite-Worth-Their-Salt Players"
(apologies to SNL)!!!  I think it was the best entertainment so far.  If you weren't
there, you can find it in this newsletter and enjoy it almost as much as we did.

But…we couldn't have done it without you!  The committee members join
me in thanking all of you who came to the convention.  The committee can do
the planning but it's the participants who bring the interest, knowledge and
enthusiasm-and we've got the best participants going!  
Oh yes, and special thanks to whoever brought Michael TuTu!
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Note: The salt shown on the
upper-left corner of p.1 is in the
Peabody Essex Museum and is a
Chinese export salt, 17th century,
cobalt on porcelain. 
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Snowbird Meeting
By Nola Jende

The annual Snowbird Get Together was held in Floral City, FL on February 12, 2005.  Pam and Murray Atkinson
graciously opened their spacious home for this meeting, and Pam wonderfully provided a history of the area and

Floral City itself.  Pam also pro-
vided a history of salt itself and
showed examples of types of salt
that she has acquired, including
marguerita salt, kosher salt and
"All Natural" sea salt. 

The program for the meeting
consisted of several presenta-
tions.  First Pam gave a history
of Millifiore glass.  The process of
making Millifiore was a tightly
maintained secret and the penal-
ty for anyone who disclosed this
secret was death.  Next Nola
Jende gave a presentation on

Westmoreland English Hobnail salts, providing examples as she spoke.   Finally Maris Jende gave a history on
Sowerby glass.  He had examples of original Sowerby salts as well as some reproductions for comparison.  Both
Nola and Maris also had handouts of their presentations.  

It was then time for a delicious lunch which included smoked mullet pate', homemade soup and fresh Florida
strawberries for dessert.  Yum!  Yum!

Show and Tell was exciting as usual.  Pam showed us a beautiful Steuben that she found at the Webster Flea
Market-all our mouths dropped open!  She passed it up that day because it was "pricy."  However, when she got
home, she realized she should have bought it.  So she called the dealer, who fortunately still had it, and corrected
her error by purchasing it.  She didn't tell us how much she paid for it and we were all too polite to ask!  Whatever
the price, it is a beautiful salt.  

Mike and Linda Kump brought along their collection of amber lacy salts and provided us another opportunity to
drool!

We also did a "Mexican" exchange with our door prizes.  Every time a name was selected, that person not only
drew a salt, but if someone else had drawn a salt they liked better, they could go ahead and exchange salts.  There
was quite a battle going on at times.  Linda Kump ended up with a clear, signed Steuben salt that has originally been
drawn by Maris Jende.  Sometimes it pays to be last!

Nola reported on a recent article in Antiques Week on the work of Steven Lundberg, a master glass blower.
Lundberg glass has quickly grown in value after Mr. Lundberg's career was cut tragically short by Lou Gehrig's dis-
ease.  Mr. Lundberg is now too ill to blow glass but he is still able to consult in choosing colors and design creations
with his son Justin, also a glass blower.  Lundberg Glass Studios is located in California and Mr. Lundberg produced
the convention salt for the 4th National Open Salt Convention in 1995.

We thoroughly enjoyed Pam's vast collection of salts and Murray's large collection of corkscrews.  Their home
was filled with nice displays of their collections.

The next meeting of the Snowbirds will be held on Saturday, Feb. 25, 2006 at Colby Woods RV Park, Silver
Springs, Florida, hosted by Fred and Lorraine Ayers.  Watch for further information at http://www.opensalts.info/ and
your local club newsletter, or contact Lorraine Ayers at PO Box 173, Layton, NJ 07851.  Mark your calendar! 

collection of edged weapons was pretty awesome, too.
Dick told us that it was always Cackey's dream and wish that her collection go to her friends who would appreciate

the salts as much as she.  I'm sure that each and every member who visited Dick that weekend and came out with a
few "treasures" fondly list them as "from the collection of Cackey Marsden."  I know that we now have a section of
our collection titled, 'Cackey's Corner'.  An added benefit of the sale was knowing that the proceeds would help Dick's
grandchildren attend the colleges of their choice.  What a GREAT legacy.  We all had a strange feeling that Cackey
was there with us, poking us and saying "You ought to take that one, too!"  Well, she prompted us enough to fill a
good sized container with some wonderful salts.  Thank you, Dick - and thank you, Cackey!

Cackey’s....cont’d from pg 22

Mike and Linda Kump; Linda Grotke and
her mother, Frances Hatfield

Pam's Atkinson's Welcome and
Introduction
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Closing Song at Convention
The 9th NOSC was brought to a memorable close by a song written by Judy Royer and sung as a duet with her

husband Jim.  Although we'd love to use technology to bring you a live recording of this performance, instead you'll
have to settle for just a photo and the lyrics and then use your imagination to provide the animation.  Many thanks to

Judy and Jim for both their creativity and vocal courage! 

Sung by Jim and Judy Royer to the tune of  "A You're Adorable"*
A is an Atterbury
B is a Battersea

C is a Crider full of charm
D is a Dorflinger
E is a Euchre set

F is the Faience with four arms
G is a Gillinder

H is a Higbee Bee
I always need a few more salts.

J is that Jersey Swirl
K is Krystol so clear

L Lundberg, Libbey and Lalique
MNOP..Quezal, Rossi, Stueben and Tiffany

U understand the zeal
V very strong we feel

W Westmoreland XYZ
It's fun to wander thru

a group of salts with you
and do it alphabetically!!

* (Also known as "The Alphabet Song").  Original Words & Music by Buddy Kaye, Fred Wise & Sid Lippman;
Recorded by Perry Como with the Fontane Sisters in 1949.

Passing the Torch
As the final official act of the 9th NOSC, Lesley Solkoske, President of the New

England Society of Open Salt Collectors (NESOSC) "passed the torch" to Don Rabourn,
who was not only representing Keith Tucker, President of the Midwest Open Salt Society
(MOSS), but together with his wife Deane, is co-chair of the 10th NOSC, which will be
held in Indianapolis, IN in 2007.  Planning for this next convention has already started
and if you would like to assist in anyway or have suggestions on how to make the event
even better, please write Don and Deane at 3781 N. 425 West, Fairland, IN 46126, call
them at 317-835-2036 or email them at Dlrdfr40@aol.com.
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The Singing Royers #1 The Singing Royers #2

Special Recognition Section
It is highly appropriate to close this issue of the National Newsletter by giving special recognition to Lesley

Solkoske.  She has been President of NESOSC for over 10 years now, during which time the club has twice host-
ed a National Convention.  She also regularly attends OSCAR meetings and authors interesting and well-
researched articles for this newsletter.  Her boundless enthusiasm and limitless energy for all things involving open
salts are highly infectious and exceeded only by the warmth of her personality.  She was truly the "Hostess with
the Mostest" at the Convention and all of us within the salt collecting community are very grateful she is one of us!  

Thanks for everything Lesley!




