
MOCHA and SLIPWARE OPEN SALTS
By Lorraine Ayers

Just what exactly is a MOCHA salt? And what is meant by SLIPWARE?

Well, first and foremost, Mocha and Slipware refer
to the decoration, and not to the body of the open
salt. That much, we knew, but not a whole lot more.
A surprising variety of open salts have been
described to us as Mocha, until we really weren't
sure if the word was referring to something specific
or was just a generic term. So, when we heard of a

new book "Mocha and Related Dipped Wares 1770-1939" by Jonathan
Rickard, and were told that you could find everything you ever wanted to
know about Mocha in that book, it sounded like the place to go for some
answers. We weren't disappointed. With what we have learned by reading
Rickard's book, and information found in other sources, and studying our
own open salts, we have tried to piece together some answers.

But before we get to the decoration of the salts, it's important to know the
type of salts to which the decoration was applied. These are master salts,
and are mostly pedestal types. The body will be earthenware, which can be
described as porous, relatively coarse textured, and opaque when held to
the light. The color of the body depends on the color of the clay. The three
types of earthenware bodies in open salts having Mocha and slip decoration
are Creamware, Pearlware, and Yellow ware:

Cream-colored earthenware, using a lead glaze to overcome its porosity,
was being made in England early in the 18th century. Commonly called
Creamware, it was refined and improved over the remainder of the 18th
century to a paler and lighter weight body than the early product.

Pearlware was first introduced about 1779 by Wedgwood. It is a variation
of the Creamware body with a bit of cobalt added to the glaze so that it
looks white, but with a slightly bluish tint.

The body of Yellow ware, as the name implies, has a yellow or mustard
color from the type of clay used. Much of the Yellow ware we see here was
made in the eastern United States, although large quantities were being
imported from England in the early 1800's. U.S. production came primarily
after 1850.

Comments from 
Don Rabourn, President
of MOSS, Host Club of

10th NOSC

Wow, where
did two years
go?  When
MOSS decided
to host the
10th National
Open Salt
Convention, it
seemed like
forever until
June 2007
would arrive -
but it did arrive
and so did over 100 convention atten-
dees!  Due to the hard work of everyone
involved, our convention came together
well.  Hopefully, everyone had a good
time and some interesting experiences.
Thanks again to all those who worked so
hard.  We were very pleased to have so
many "Rookies" (first time convention
attendees) at our convention.  We hope
those folks continue their interest in salt
collecting.  We did hear from Mary
McCaslin (the Royal Bayreuth expert who
had to cancel due to her husband's
health), who received our "Thinking of
You" card and was overwhelmed that
people she didn't even know would take
the time to send their best wishes - salty
people have big hearts!

The MOSS fall meeting is set for
September 8, 2007 in Tiffin, Ohio.  We
will be touring the Tiffin Glass Museum.
We will have the registration information
in our next newsletter.

Hope the summer and fall holds lots of
"Salty Finds" for you!

Don Rabourn
President - MOSS 
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Notes From the Editor
We all lost a wonderful friend when

Kay Berg passed away earlier this
year.  Ed, Kay's loving husband of
many years, decided that in lieu of
flowers, donations to an Open Salt
Collector's Memorial Fund should be
made. Due to this thoughtfulness and
the generosity of numerous donors,
well over $1000 was contributed.  The
Board hasn't yet decided how best to
utilize these unexpected funds, but
they will certainly be used for a pur-
pose that will promote a hobby Kay
and Ed mutually shared and greatly
enjoyed. Is it any wonder that these
two collectors were selected to receive
the very first national open salt collec-
tor's award?

Elections for Open Salt Collectors
officers were held at the National
Convention in June.  Please join me in
congratulating, wishing best luck to
and pledging our full support to Al
Diamond as President; Lesley
Solkoske as Vice President; Mike
Zagwoski as Treasurer; Debi Raitz as
Web Master; and Judy Johnson as
Marketing Manager.  Lesley and Judy
are new to the OSC Board with Lesley
replacing Al who moved to the presi-
dency and Judy who replaced Linda
Drew.  Linda served OSC for four
years as its first Marketing Manager
and we owe her a great debt of grati-
tude for her tireless work on behalf of
our shared hobby.  I would also like to
take this opportunity to thank person-
ally all the officers and club represen-
tatives I've had the privilege of serving
with for the past 4 years and to wish
the best of success to those who are
continuting to lead at both the club
and national level.  

Sincere congratulations to Lesley
Solkoske and Sarah Kawakami for
winning the OSC Achievement Award
for 2007; very well deserved!    

Lastly, many thanks to the Official
Photographer for the 10th NOSC Jim
Wrenn for all his work and fine photos,
many of which are showcased in this
issue.  

Early Notice:  Mark your calendars
for June 11-14, 2009 for the 11th
National Convention in San Francisco. 
Rod Elser

© Copyright 2007 Open Salt Collectors
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Promote!  Promote!  Promote!
Greetings fellow salters!  The "Empress of Marketing" here with a new feature.

For each newsletter, I'll drop by with one or two suggestions for promoting our wonderful
hobby.  Some will be original, some shamelessly stolen from unsuspecting fellow collec-
tors, but all with the same goal - attracting more members to our collective (and collecting)
obsession.

For example, lots of us belong to other groups, EAPG collectors, Heisey collec-
tors, etc.  I recently attended a meeting of the Depression Glass Club of Rochester (NY,
aka "Upstate").  They have guest speakers come in to talk about lots of things besides
depression glass.  I assure you that it won't be long before I'm up there talking about salts!
I bet your local historical society would be thrilled to have you speak to their members.
Seize any opportunity to flush out those closet salters and lure them . . . uh, I mean, inform
them about our great clubs and Conventions.

I hear the moans already . . . . "Oh, I can't get up in front of a group!"  Oh yes,
you can!  Remember - it's about 95% certain that you know lots more about salts than any-
one else in the room.  And it's been my experience that all of the folks in these groups are
friendly, welcoming and interested (and we thought it was just salt collectors!).  Trust the
Empress - your enthusiasm will carry you along beautifully.
Okay, I've kicked this thing off, so who's ready to chime in?  Any ideas or success stories
you'd care to share are more than welcome.  Anonymity, should you desire same, may be
had for the right price (or a certain blue Steuben Aurene).  Please contact Judy Johnson
(Empress of Marketing) at fiscaljj@hughes.net or (585) 394-2179.  
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OPEN SALT COLLECTOR'S CLUBS IN THE UNITED STATES

Note: All this information - plus more - about the salt clubs

can be found on the web at: www.opensalts.info Grateful
thanks for Debi Raitz for developing and maintaining this site.  

New England Society of Open Salt Collectors
NESOSC):
Meetings/Newsletters: Two meetings per year, generally
held in the MA, CT, NH, and northern NY areas plus two
club newsletters and two National Newsletters per year for
Regular Members; Associate Members do not receive the
National Newsletter.   
Dues $20/yr./family for Regular Membership; $10/yr./family
for Associate Membership; due in January.    
Send to NESOSC, c/o Karen Wetmore, 4 Clear Pond Drive,
Walpole, MA, 02081.
Officers: Maria Martell, President; Donna Kidman, Vice
President; Warren Pilling, Secretary; Karen Wetmore and
Sue Brown, Co-Treasurers.  
Future Meetings: For further information about the meeting
or the club, contact Maria Martell (richdmartell1@netzero.net
or 508-833-0633).
Open Salt Collectors of the Atlantic Region
(OSCAR):
Meetings/Newsletters: Four meetings per year generally
held in the PA, MD, NJ, DE, and VA area; 4 club newsletters
per year plus the two issues of the National Newsletter for
Regular Membership; Associate Members do not receive the
National Newsletter.  
Dues: Dues $15/yr./family for Regular Membership;
$5/yr./family for Associate Membership; due in January.
Send to OSCAR, c/o Linda Kump, 71 Clearview Lane,
Biglerville, PA, 17307-9407.  
Officers: Al Diamond, President; Mike Zagwoski, Vice
President; Sally Hegedus, Secretary; Linda Kump, Treasurer.
Future Meetings: For further information about the meetings
or the club, contact Al Diamond at Al@agencyconsulting.com
or 856-779-2430.
Midwest Open Salt Society (MOSS):
Meetings/Newsletters: Two meetings per year. Two club
newsletters plus membership roster mailings each year.
Dues:  $6.00 year includes second household member,
payable January 1st.  
Send to MOSS, c/o Ed Bowman, 2411 West  500 North,
Hartford City, IN 47348.
Officers: Don Rabourn, President; Debi Raitz, Vice
President; Nola Jende, Secretary; Ed Bowman, Treasurer.
Future Meetings: For further information about the club or
meetings, contact Ed Bowman at the address above or
edbowman@opensalt.net.
Chicago Area-Midwest Open Salt Society
(C-MOSS):
Meetings/Newsletters.   There are three meetings a year. 
Dues: are voluntary to cover the cost of mailings and door
prizes.
For further information about the club or meetings, please
contact  Keith Tucker, 285 Geraldine Ct, Somonauk, IL.;
phone 815-498-1940 or kntwalnutfen@webtv.net.

Open Salt Seekers of the West-Northern
California (OSSOTW-NC):
Meetings/Newsletters: Four meetings per year--January,
April, July and October-that are generally held in the
northern California area.  Also, four newsletters per year,
distributed in accordance with the meetings.  
Dues: $10/year/family, due January 1st of each year.  A
subscription to the National Newsletter through the club is
available for an extra $10/year.  Send to OSSOTW-NC,
c/o Claragene Rainey, 950 Whispering Pines Dr., Scotts
Valley, CA 95066.  
Officers: Sarah Kawakami, President; Linda Witt, Vice
President; Claragene Rainey, Treasurer; Joan Wrenn,
Secretary; Jim Wrenn, Gazette editor.
Future Meetings: Meetings in January, April, July and
October.  For further information about the meetings or the
club, contact Sarah Kawakami (925-757-9603 or
hgsalts@earthlink.net).
Open Salt Seekers of the West-Southern
California (OSSOTW-SC):
Meetings/Newsletters: 3 meeting a year: the second
Saturday in January, April and October, held in the
Southern California area.  Club members currently receive
the Northern California newsletter. 
Dues: $10 per year per family + $10/year for the National
Newsletter if desired.
Officers: Mary Kern, President; Robin Grube, Program
Chairman; Elaine Cooper, Secretary; Dolli Cohen,
Treasurer.
Future Meetings: Please contact May Kern for additional
information about the club or its meetings-
marykernsd@cox.net  or (619) 286-6058

Hosting a Collectors Meeting:
There are few aspects of collecting open salts more enjoy-
able than getting together with fellow collectors, whether
to trade stories, share knowledge or show off favorite
salts.  Unfortunately not everyone lives near enough to
one of the existing clubs to participate regularly in their
meetings.  It isn't necessary, however, to have a club to
host a meeting with other collectors.  Few collectors live
so remotely that there aren't fellow collectors in at least
nearby states.  If you would be interested in hosting a get-
together with some other collectors, Open Salt Collectors
is ready to help.  We'll work with you to identify and invite
other regional collectors and even provide a program
around which the meeting can be developed.  Just let us
know how we can help.  You can contact Judy Johnson
(fiscaljj@hughes.net) or Lesley Solkoske
(lgsolkoske@cox.net or 203-440-3686) or Al Diamond
(Al@AgencyConsulting.com or 856-779-2430) and we'll
give you all the help you need. 
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The Mocha and Slipware Decorations
Slipware pertains to an earthenware item which has been decorated with "slip". The slip is powdered clay to which

water has been added to form a cream-like consistency. If oxides are added, it will produce different colors of slip.
This can be applied in various ways and in combination with other methods.

The simplest "slipware" open salt might have a single wide horizontal band of colored slip around the bowl of the
salt. But you are more apt to find combinations of different widths of bands and stripes, and or colors. These are defi-
nitely more appealing, and were probably better sellers.

It was also possible to add another type of slip decoration over a previously applied colored slip band. One exam-
ple of this is commonly called CAT"S EYE. It was formed by using a tool which would dispense a small quantity of
three different slip colors simultaneously. A spot of three colored slip resembling a cat's eye could be dropped in vari-
ous places on a previously applied band of slip. If that was done while turning the item and the cat's eye spots were
continuously dropped with one overlapping the last, it could be made in the shape of a cable circling the item. That
decoration was originally known as CABLE, but is now more commonly called EARTHWORM. 

The term "Mocha" (which is indiscriminately used today) in early writings referred to a dendritic, or tree-like decora-
tion. The name Mocha probably came from the port of that name which was famous, not only for its coffee exports,
but also moss agate gemstone. Moss agate often shows a tree-like form in the agate and was a popular stone used
in jewelry at the time. The tree-like design on pottery was formed when a drop of certain mixtures was applied to a
wet band of slip. (Tobacco juice and stale urine were a couple of the ingredients found in some of the old recipes for
the mixture. Yuck! And the mixture was often called tea!) At the time of contact between the mixture and the wet slip,
something like a chemical reaction took place and spread a tree-like pattern. Depending on whether the item is held
vertically or horizontally while dropping the mixture, it can look like trees, or like seaweed.

Technically speaking, a Mocha open salt would be one which had a dendritic or seaweed type decoration on a
band of colored slip. General usage, however, seems to include the Cat's Eye and Earthworm in the Mocha category.

Another form of decoration which can be found on slipware starting in the late 18th century was done with the use
of the engine turning lathe. That piece of equipment was developed at about that time, and with it, intricate geometric
patterns could be formed on slipware. However, open salts with that type of decoration are seldom seen. We don't
know quite what to attribute that to, but it may be possible that the size and shape of the salt was more difficult to
work with and therefore made it not as economically advantageous.

Mocha...cont’d from pg 1

Mocha con’t on pg 5
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England was the primary producer of Creamware and Pearlware items, and America imported vast amounts of
both, as well as Yellow Ware. These inexpensive, utilitarian pieces were produced in large quantities for every-day
use. They were made by skilled and unskilled craftsmen, some as long ago as 250 years or more. They chipped,
cracked, and broke easily, and yet some have survived their daily use in kitchens and on family tables. Most of the
open salts that have survived are showing some battle scars, but each one that did survive is a unique treasure, and
a joy to hold.

Our interest in Mocha open salts took us to an exhibit in Wilton, Connecticut at the Wilton Historical Society, where
Jonathon Rickard and Don Carpentier were presenting "Mocha and More: Ceramics for America". It was a fascinating
and informative exhibit and included not only the old utilitarian ceramics, but also examples of Don Carpentier's
recreations of Mocha and slipware objects. Don has worked with Jonathon Rickard in researching and excavating,
and has fashioned his own tools for doing his outstanding ceramic work. Three of his open salts are pictured here.

There are other interesting forms of decoration used on Creamware and Pearlware salts, such as Sponge, Spatter,
Featheredge, and more, but that's another story.

Lorraine is a frequent contributor to the newsletter; she and her husband Fred are active members of
NESOSC and OSCAR and “Snowbirders” as well.

References: 
Mocha and Related Dipped Wares 1770-1939 - Jonathan Rickard
Warman's English & Continental Pottery & Porcelain, 2nd Edition - Susan & Al Bagdade Collector's 

Guide to Yellow Ware - Lisa McAllister & John L. Michel         
Kovel's on Antiques and Collectibles, Mocha Masterpieces- May 2005 
www.greatamericancraftsmen.org, www.wiltonhistorical.org and www.thepotteries.org

Here are some additional Mocha salts from Lorraine and Fred’s collection.

Mocha...cont’d from pg 4
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Notice:

A large portion of the Gerry & Molly Berghold open salt
collection will be sold by Green Valley Auctions January
25 & 26, 2008.  Molly and Gerry are long time members
of OSCAR and Gerry is a well known author on numer-
ous topics, and has contributed articles to this newsletter.
There will be about 1000 salts with the choice inclusion of;
Lacy salts, art glass including Frederick Carder salts (blue
and gold Aurene, Vere de Soie and a very scarce salt of
that type with Spanish Green reeding) and other art glass
salts, a few early Pennsylvania and Ohio masters as well
as some Stiegel type, condiment sets, pattern glass pedestal
masters, cut glass individuals, fine china salts, silver American
and European salts with & without spoons and inserts, double
salts, sets of master & individual salts as well as many salt
spoons. mostly silver.   This same auction will feature some
choice toothpick and match holders and 3 B&S Xmas shakers.
Some of the salts will be displayed in the Green Valley
January 2008 Auction Catalog. The Bergholds also had
other collections, and portions of them will be sold at other
Green Valley auctions on October 5th and November 9th of
this year.

Green Valley Auctions is well known for the high quality of their sales; their address is:  Green Valley
Auctions, Inc., 2259 Green Valley Lane, Mt. Crawford, VA 22841; Tel. 540-434-4260; Internet:www.greenval-
leyauctions.com

Rare Steuben (Frederick
Carder) clear with
Spanish Green reeding. 1
3/4" h x 2 1/4" w. 

Round, sterling with
cranberry glass insert. 1
3/8" h x 2 1/2" w

Soft paste oval blue &
white china salt with four
tiny feet, marked on bottom
"Made in France". 1 1/2" h x
2 3/4" w.

Herend (Hungary) fine
porcelain salt on four feet
set on a square base; hand-
painted flowers & leaves
inside and outside. 1 3/4" h
x 2 3/4" w.

BACK ISSUES FOR SALE
We're pleased to report that we have had reprints made of the earliest issues of the National Newsletter and are now
able to offer them to anyone who wasn't able to enjoy them when they first came out.   You can either use the order
form below or send the same information to the noted address; the cost is $5/issue, which includes postage.  If you're
a new subscriber, these earlier issues are as packed with articles, information and beautiful photos as are our current
issues.

Issue Content Highlights Copies
#1-Fall, 2001             Viking Boats; Mossy Comments; View from the Salt Box; Mistaken Identities ___________
#2-Spring, 2002       Battersea Salts; Mexican Silver Salts; On the Salt Trail; LaPaglia Salts ___________    
#3-Fall, 2002             Spratling Silver Salts; Pairpoint Glass; Bird & Berry Master Salts ___________
#4-Spring, 2003       Sandwich Museum Boat Salts; American Belleek Salts; Corning Museum        ___________
#5-Fall, 2003             8th National Convention; Crider Art Glass Salts; Mimi Rudnick Award              ___________
#6-Spring, 2004       Salty Observations; Chick Salts; Lusterware Salts; Trip to England ___________
#7-Fall, 2004            Colored Lacy Salts; American Belleek; Intaglios; Yeoward Crystal                     ___________ 
#8-Spring, 2005       Blue & White Salts; Unlisted Lacys; Colored Mercury Glass ___________ 
#9-Fall, 2005  9th National Convention; Heisey Glass Open Salts; Unlisted Lacys ___________ 
#10-Spring, 2006     Chinese Export Porcelain; Vaseline Glass; History of Salt                                   ___________
#11-Fall, 2006           Limoges Salts; Silver Salt 'Thrones'; Early Glass Salts                                         ___________
# 12-Spring 2007      Austro-Hungarian Salts; Wedgwood Salts; Early Silver Salts                             ___________    
Name:  _________________________________________________        Total Copies:__________
St. Address:____________________________________________          At $5 each = $________ Total
City:_____________________________________State:_____________Zip Code:______________

Please send together with your payment to:  Mike Zagwoski, OSC Treasurer, 2 White Birch Lane, Horsham,
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Open Salt Dish Irradiation Project
Sponsored by Open Salt Collectors

2006-2007
Initial Results

Note: A full review of this project was first presented at the 10th NOSC and is now being published in
the National Newsletter in two parts, the second of which will be in the Spring issue.  Shown with this arti-
cle are before and after photos of some of the salts included in the experiment. A graph showing the distri-
bution by Specific Gravity of all salts in the experiment will be included in Part 2 of the article.  Also includ-
ed in that section will be a complete list of all members of the project team as well as a list of all who gen-
erously contributed salts.   

Background:  This project was funded by Open Salt Collectors, a national organization established to
promote the hobby of open salt collecting.  The purpose of the project was to learn more about glass irra-
diation and assess the potential impact commercial irradiation sites could have on the hobby of collecting
glass open salts.  The concern is that the increasing number of commercial irradiation sites, which are
commonly used now for not only the sterilization of medical supplies but also for imported fruit, vegetables
and meats, will make it easier for unscrupulous individuals to induce color changes in collectible glass
items, potentially "transforming" common items into rare ones.  While this is a concern for collectors of
early lacy items, which were often produced in a wide variety of colors, it is also of concern to collectors of
other early non-lacy pieces as well as glass items made in the second half of the 19th century and into the
20th century.

Some excellent research has already been done with irradiating glass.  Specifically Jeffrey Evans (Green
Valley Auctions, Mt. Crawford, VA) and Art Reed (Sweetwater Glass, DeLancey, NY) have been collaborat-
ing for several years to learn more about the effects of irradiation on Early American glass; Dwayne
Anthony (insulators@open-wire.com) has conducted some outstanding work with the impact of irradiation
on glass insulators from the late 19th and early 20th century; and Arch Doty, Jr. (Hillsboro, OR) has done
some very interesting testing with American cup plates from the first half of the 19th century.  Additionally,
a small group of technical experts who were known to have a shared interest in this subject were also con-
sulted during the project:  Dr. Robert Brill (Corning Museum of Glass, Corning, NY) and Michael Olsen 

Cod 37-2-2 Soft style lead gass Cod 51-3-4 Eight petal lead glass

Cod 34-3-3 Hexagonal lead glass Common Rectangular lead glass

Project con’t on pg 8
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(Colorado State University) have been with relatively small samples that generally covered only specific
periods of glass production.  All these individuals have been important contributors to this project and their
help is much appreciated and gratefully acknowledged.  

All prior experiments, however, have been fairly limited, whether in the number of items irradiated or in
the specific timeframe of production represented by the items tested.  Open salts-because of their small
size, their relatively long duration of their production (which included both lead-based and non-lead based
production), the large number of manufacturers and geographic distribution involved, and finally the variety
of items produced-presented themselves as ideal items for further experimentation. 

An over-arching goal of the project was to make it as scientific an experiment as possible.  To that end, a
wide variety of open salts (hereafter simply referred to as "salts") were collected, inventoried, identified
were possible by manufacturer and time period of production, cross checked against reference books,
photographed, tested for specific gravity-to determine the composition of the glass formula, basically
whether it was made with the lead or soda/lime formula-and then finally exposed to radiation to determine
the results.  They were also photographed after the exposure to document the results on an individual
basis. 

Before I review the specific process used, let me first provide some "technical" background on color and
glass.  In its simplest and purest state, glass is transparent; color results (when not wanted) from impuri-
ties in the materials or is achieved (when it is desired) primarily by the addition of metals or chemicals.
Varying strengths, quantities and combinations of these different metals and chemicals result in different
colors.  But what is color?  Color is basically just reflected light.  What we perceive as color depends upon
outermost shell of electrons (valence electrons) of the item being observed.  Some wavelengths of light
are absorbed by the item, some pass completely through and others are reflected.  The reflected ones

Hexagonal lead glass Cod 30-3-1 Hexagonal lead glass #1

Cod 30-3-1 Hexagonal lead glass #2 Cod 46-2-2 Round soda/lime glass

Cod 46-2-2 Round soda/lime glass #2 Cod 46-2-2 Round soda/lime glass #3

Project con’t on pg 9
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determine the color we see.

So what happens when the items are exposed to radiation?  It starts with the valence electrons, which
have one stable state and one or more "excited" states.  Each of these "excited" states reacts differently to
light, changing which wavelengths are absorbed, which pass through and which are reflected back to us.
Exposure to radiation results in valence electrons moving to one of these "excited" states, altering the
glass at the atomic level.  The various metals and chemicals used in the original glass formula react differ-
ently to the irradiation, at times causing unexpected color changes.      

Process:  In total over 300 salts were collected for the project-well over 100# worth as was learned from
the shipping costs!  All these salts were donated by collectors who contributions are gratefully acknowl-
edged.  Included were salts made from the lacy period up to and including some that were made into the
1980's.  Most, however, were made during the peak period of early American pressed glass from 1860
until the 1890s.  There were 18 lacy salts, including two opalescent and one sapphire blue, and a nice
mixture of flint and non-flint table salts (commonly called "master" salts) and many soda/lime individual
salts.  Some had already started to turn "sun purple" and there was even one canary (Vaseline) glass salt.
With such a large number of salts, there were a meaningful number of duplicates which further allowed
testing to see whether there would be different results among visually identical salts.   

The irradiation was done by Sterigenics, a commercial radiation company with multiple locations through-
out the U.S.  The three fairly large boxes of salts were initially tested by them multiple times for density to
insure the level of radiation would be able to penetrate uniformly.  The boxes were then sent through a
containment chamber where they passed through 12 stops, at each of which they were exposed to gamma

Cod 49-4-2 Most salts turned
this unattractive color. 

H&J3639  Hexagonal lead glass
note: the next example is soda/lime glass

H&J3639 Hexagonal soda/lime glass
note: the previous example was lead glass

Cod 47-3-2 “Leaf” lead glass #1

Cod 47-3-2 "Leaf" lead glass #2 H&J3657 Hexagonal lead glass #1

Project con’t on pg 10
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radiation for 9 minutes.  The final certification from Sterigenics indicated that the salts received a total dose
of irradiation that ranged from 10.4 to 13.1 kGy (kiloGrays).  How this correlates to exposure to normal
sunlight has not yet been established.  

Specifically, the project started with 335 salts, nearly all made in the 19th century but also a few later
examples from as late as the third quarter of the 20th century.  Of this number, 168 were table salts, 18 of
which were lacy; 162 were individual salts and 5 were what open salt collectors would refer to as mid-
sized salts.  Of the 168 table salts, 52 or about 30% had a Specific Gravity (SG) over 3.0, which would typ-
ically indicate a lead-based formula.  98 or nearly 60% had an SG less than 2.75, generally indicating that
they were made using a soda-lime formula.  The remaining 14 table salts (4 table salts were so badly
damaged in shipment that they were ultimately discarded) had a SG equal to or greater than 2.75 but less
than 3.0; further testing will be necessary to determine the composition of these "intermediary" salts.
Certainly it could be an error in the SG measurement, but it might also indicate, for example, that the batch
of glass used to produce these items was intended to be soda-lime but might have had some lead-based
cullet mixed in.  Chemical testing could help establish more factual information about these salts. 

Of the 162 individuals, 146 or 92% had a SG that would indicate the soda-lime formula while only 7 or
4% had an SG in the lead glass range, while 6 fell in the "in-between" range.  Certainly most individual
open salts were not produced until after the 1860's so it was expected that nearly all would have used the
soda-lime formula.  

In total, a representative mix of both individual and table salts-roughly 50% of each, as well as a large
sample of both lead-based and soda/lime glass salts were present in the collected open salts.  Additionally,
at least 30 different manufacturing companies were also identified, whether through the design or pattern
of the salt.

Results: Of the 335 open salts, 334 changed color, nearly all of them significantly-but for the rest of the
results, you'll need to wait for the Spring Issue of this newsletter to read the second part of this article.
Stay tuned! Project Leader: Rod Elser

H&J3657 Hexagonal lead glass #3

20th Century Dish

Fostoria Grape Leaf Individual Salt Neal OL17 lead glass

20th Century Individual Salt

H&J3657 Hexagonal lead glass #2

Project...cont’d from pg 9
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The Wizard of Salts
Banquet Skit at 10th NOSC

Diane Wittik, Director

Narrator: This story takes place somewhere in Indianapolis, Indiana…..
(Ed comes out with a poster board with a drawing of the state of Indiana)

Narrator: Once upon a time in the small Midwest town of Indianapolis, Indiana, lived a
girl named Dorothy.  One day, a terrible tornado came through the family farm.

(Two people dressed like a tornado come out and whirl around.)

Narrator: The tornado destroyed her home and all her possessions including her col-
lection of salts.  She didn't think she would ever see her salts again.

(Dorothy is holding her H&J salt book)

Dorothy: "Oh no!  Where is everyone?  Where are my salts?   Will I ever see my
favorite pink Battersea salt again?  What about all my pattern glass?  My Noritake and
Nippon?

Narrator: After receiving a terrible bump on her head, Dorothy goes outside, and finds she is in a very strange,
new place.

(Dorothy reaches into her pocket and pulls out a bandage and puts it on her head)

Narrator: Dorothy walks and takes a look around.

Dorothy:" Toto, I don't think we are in Indiana anymore"

Narrator: Suddenly, Dorothy sees a beautiful Faience Fairy Salt.

Fairy: I am your Faience Fairy Godmother.  I have come to help you.  See those red
shoes under your house?  They are magic red shoes.  They can help you get to the
Wizard of Salt.  Perhaps he can help you get back home to Indiana and find your lost
salts.

(Dorothy goes over to get the shoes and put them on)

Narrator: Suddenly, from behind the Faience Fairy Godmother, some very strange
looking people appear.

Strange-Looking People Singing: 
We are the Morton Salt Kids, the Morton Salt Kids, the Morton Salt Kids.
We are the Morton Salt Kids, and we welcome you here to Morton Salt Land!
(They hand Dorothy a container of Morton Salt)

Dorothy: Can you show me the way to the Wizard of Salts?

Wizard con’t on pg 12
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Strange-Looking People: Why, of course Dorothy!  All you have to do is follow the yel-
low brick racetrack to the Wizard of Salts!

Dorothy: Follow the yellow brick racetrack, follow the yellow brick racetrack, follow the
yellow brick racetrack…..

Narrator: Suddenly, while walking along the yellow brick racetrack, Dorothy meets a
scarecrow.  He reminds her of one of her favorite types of salts, a Stafford shire Toby.

Dorothy: Hello!  Can I help you get down off that pole?

Scarecrow: That would be very helpful.  You see, I have no brain.  I lost it in a car
wreck while racing in the Indianapolis 500.  

Dorothy: Why don't you come with me to the Wizard of Salts?  Maybe he can give you
a brain.

Narrator: So, the Dorothy and the Scarecrow raced on down the yellow brick racetrack,
when suddenly, they heard a very squeaky sound.  Beside a tree they saw a Tinman.  

Dorothy: He doesn't seem to be able to move.  Let's try putting some salt poultices on
his aching joints to loosen him up.  

(Dorothy and the scarecrow apply salt poultices to the Tinman)

Tinman: Oh, thank you!  That feels so good!  I've been standing there a long time.  The
silversmith who made me ran out of money.  He didn't give me a heart.

Dorothy: Why don't you come with us to the Wizard of Salts?  Maybe he can make a
heart for you.

Narrator: So Dorothy, the Scarecrow, and the Tinman race on down the yellow brick
racetrack when suddenly they heard a growling noise at the side of the road.  Out
jumped a lion.

Lion: GROWL!  Go away!  
(The lion tries to bite Toto)

Dorothy: Stop that you mean Lion!  Why did you try to scare my poor little dog Toto?  He's just
a little dog!

Lion: I know.  I only have the courage to scare poor little animals. I am afraid of people.  I lost
the courage to let them put salt in my bowl.

Dorothy: Why don't you come with us to the Wizard of Salts?  Maybe he can give you some
courage.

Narrator: The foursome continued to race down the yellow brick racetrack to the beautiful
city where the Wizard of Salts lives.

Narrator: By the way, you may have noticed that there is no witch in this story.  That's
because we had enough of them in our last convention two years ago.

Wizard con’t on pg 13
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(Dorothy knocks on the Wizard of Salts door)

Wizard: What have you come to find here from me, the great and powerful Wizard of
Salts?

(The Wizard carries the Open Salt Compendium)

Dorothy: I lost my collection of salts in a Midwest tornado.

Scarecrow: I lost my brain due to a head injury while racing in the Indianapolis 500.

Tin man: I lost my heart because the silversmith ran out of money to make one for
me.

Lion: I lost the courage to let people put salt in my bowl.

Wizard: (to the Scarecrow) My good fellow, just because you don't have a
brain doesn't mean you can't use the bowl on top of your head for salt.  Just
wear this sign and you'll never forget where to put the salt!

(The Wizard gives the Scarecrow a sign for the top of his head that
says "Put salt here")

Scarecrow: WOW!  That's a great sign! Thank you Mr. Wizard of Salts!

Wizard: (to the Tinman)  My good fellow, it's too bad the silversmith ran out of money
to give you a heart.  Even though you are only made of EPNS, I am going to give you a
heart made of pure 925 silver.

Tin man: Listen everybody, it's ticking!
(The Wizard gives a silver heart to the Tinman)

Wizard: (to the Lion) My good fellow, salt cellars are making a comeback to the din-
ner table.  Why, even companies like Crate and Barrel are selling them.  So, you don't
have to be afraid of people putting salt in your bowl anymore.  

(Wizard gives badge of courage to Lion)

Lion: Thank you Mr. Wizard of Salts!  As a lion, I am proud to say I have the
courage to let people use my bowl for salt!

Dorothy: Mr. Wizard of Salts, I don't think there is anything that you can do to help
me get back my lost collection.  Even these magic red shoes couldn't help me.

Wizard: Dorothy, you've never lost your collection of salts.  Do you remember when
you first started collecting?  Do you remember when you bought your first salt?  Do you
remember when you bought your first reproduction (but thought it was real?)  Do you
remember when you won your first salt on Ebay?  Do you remember when you were
able to recognize different pattern glass?

Dorothy: Why, yes.  I do remember all those things.  

Wizard: Then your salts have been with you the
whole time, in your heart.  Because wherever you go
your salts are always with you.  Home is where your
heart is, and your salts will never be lost, because
they are always in your heart, no matter how far you

Wizard con’t on pg 14
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travel from home.

Narrator: And so fellow salt convention-goers, whenever you're far from home,
remember you can never lose your salts.  Because when your salts are in your

heart, you are always home.  And we all know, there's
no place like home.

(Ed comes out with a sign)

The End

Wizard...cont’d from pg 13

Director - Diane Wittik
Assistant Director - Mary Kern

Cast of Characters
Dorothy - Deane Rabourn
Scarecrow - Jim Walker
Tin Man - Rod Elser
Lion- Don Rabourn
Fairy Godmother - Mary Kern
Wizard - Al Diamond
Strange Looking People - Judy Johnson and 

Sarah Kawakami
Tornados - Sue Sawyer and Chris Brenner
Sign Holder - Ed Bowman

Supporting Crew
Lyleanne Walker and Sue Imhoff
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Collector Spotlight-Bessie Owen
Bessie Owen was born in Choctaw County, Al. on May 17, 1920, the fifth child of Anna

Martin Owen and Newman Owen.  She spent all of her childhood in Choctaw County and
graduated from high school in Butler.  She went to Livingston University for three years which
at that time was sufficient for her to start teaching school.  She later attended Montevallo
University where she completed her Bachelor's degree and subsequently returned to
Livingston University and received her Master's
degree.

She continued teaching for a total of 34 years
at various schools in the state of Alabama.  The
first teaching job was at Silias and the last was
at Fairhope where she worked as the Librarian.
During WW II Bessie moved to Mobile, Al. and
assisted with the war effort by rebuilding aircraft
oil pumps at Brookley Field.

Bessie started collecting salts in the late 1960's.  Her sister, Ruth Crook, had an
antique shop in Opelika, Alabama and she collected open salts.  Ruth tried to talk
Bessie into collecting butter pats because she didn't think they should be collecting
the same thing, but Bessie would have none of it.  She just liked the salts.
Fortunately salt collecting gave the sisters a common interest and they helped
each other find and identify the salts they bought.

Bessie doesn't remember specifically when she got her first salt but she does remember
when she bought her favorite salts.  Her favorites are a pair of silver salts with gold overlay
with matching spoons.  Some time in the 1970's, Ruth found them in Chattanooga for $75.00
each.  Ruth thought they were outside her budget at the time, so she called Bessie and told
her about them.  Bessie bought both the salts, had them re-plated (with gold) and has cher-
ished them ever since.

Bessie joined the New England Salt Society when it was first organ-
ized and later became a member of MOSS.  She attended the conven-
tion at Cherry Hill in 2003 and really enjoyed it, but her health would not
allow her to attend later conventions.  Although she did not attend the
Salem convention, some of her favorite silver salts were carried there by
her niece-in-law Earlene Tyson and good friend Jackie Brady and were
entered in a display which tied for second place.

Bessie doesn't remember how she and her sister
were first in contact with Allan and Helen Smith but
they where already in contact with them before the
Smith's first book was published.  Bessie assisted

them with their research and many of her salts
are shown throughout the series.  She was one
of just a few collectors who were singled for spe-
cial recognition in the 10th book.    

Bessie has had a much larger collection than she does now.  During the last few years she
has downsized and moved into an apartment in Huntsville, requiring her to reduce her collec-
tion to about 600 of her "best friends."  Some of her collection has been sold some but many
others have been given to her nieces, grandnieces, and friends, hopefully creating future gen-
erations of open salt collectors. 

Marked in 3 places as made in Paris,
1819-1830.  Top and bottom bands
joined by leaves that extend to the
feet; glass liner has etched and cut
half-inch border pattern of leaves,
vines and grapes.  

Sterling table salt by Wood and
Hughes, c.1870.  Ornate handle
with small but intricately detailed
bird with spread wings on oppo-
site handle.  Pedestal bowl with
bright cut band of decoration;
gold washed interior.  

Bessie Owen standing in front of a
cabinet containing many of her
choice salts.

Bessie holding her favorite salt (one
of a pair); it is shown in the 10th
Smith book, plate 417 (417-6-2).
Overall gold wash on sterling silver;
three different panels around bowl,
each separated by a mythological fig-
ure which ends with a ball foot.
Marked with a sovereign's head in an
oval, a rampant lion, three hearts in
an octagon and a "13" in an oval.

Oval cameo glass open salt; design of
red crocus with large green leaves;
signed Daum Nancy in the cameo; previ-
ously belonged to Bessie's sister Ruth.  

Collector con’t on pg 16

Some of the choice salts still in Bessie’s collection.
Look carefully and you’ll see some real gems.
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The hunt for new and different salts is the activity that Bessie has always loved most about collecting salts.  She also enjoys
researching and learning about the salts she has collected-just as you would expect a dedicated teacher would!  

This article about Bessie was written and contributed in loving appreciation by Earlene and Neil Tyson and
Jackie Brady.   

Sterling silver with cobalt liner; lattice pierc-
ing on bowl, with four ball-and-paw feet;
has a wonderful small round pepper
attached to one end.

One of a pair of sterling oval salts by John Rudolph
Wendt, Boston & N.Y., c.1860.  Two birds on each side
with a center design/medallion in between; leaf-like
handles extend to form end feet; matching spoons.

Left: Large rectangular sterling trencher with gold wash; English; 1893;
marked "AC"; has matching spoon.  Center: Rectangular, footed, sterling salt
with gold wash from Tiffany & Co., 1887; turned-back "feather" top rim and
base; bowl with swirled panels.  Right:  Round, pedestal dark red Venetian
glass; knobs and top and bottom rim swirled with gold-flecked glass.  

10 Commandments for a Salt Collector-From a Blonde
by Anonymous

1.  Never spend more than $200 * for a salt unless you have an indisputable excuse.**
2.  Never buy a salt with a nick or a chip, unless you can't see it.
3. Never use your salts-you have to replace your labels and salt corrodes metals
4. Never use the word "TARNISH" on your silver salts-it's called "PATINA."
5. Never clean your salts over a tile floor.
6. Never organize your salts as you'll have no excuse for buying a duplicate.
7. Never learn about your salts-this might lead to more serious studies.
8. Never take a fellow salter to a new antique store unless you secretly check it out the 

week before.
9. Never encourage an antique collector to focus on open salts-suggest they consider

toothpick  holders, pitchers or iron door stops instead.
10. Never attend a National Open Salt Convention-the temptations are simply too great.
* Unless your spouse is rich    

** "It matches your dress" doesn't work

Bessie...cont’d from pg 15
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ASK MARY
By Mary Kern

Let me start this time with a Hoot and a Holler - Wasn't Indy fun!!!!!  So nice to re-meet and meet anew so
many of you - I had a blast, just wish I had thought of taking up collections with my "Faience Baskets".

I would like to add a sub-topic to my column also. A lot of the questions I get are related to "Is it or Isn't it?".
Several of us also find new information on salts that were thought to have no known origin.  This would be a
great place to share information and discoveries.  If you find something of interest, please send it as a "Hey
Mary, Did You Know...."

H&J #534 is an amber Chippendale style salt.  We have always attributed it to
Jefferson, Central and Ohio Flint Glass Companies. Some of them, however, were
produced by the Tiara Indiana Glass Co.; recently one was found with an original
Tiara label on it.

Those delightfully abundant tapered square salts that are
quite often mentioned to have been produced by Fostoria
and other high-end glass companies; well, apparently at

one point in time you could save "spout seals" and have the salt and a spoon deliv-
ered in the mail.  

For years I wanted the black glass
double shaped like a bow tie and I am
happy to report that I do finally have one in my collection. Not
much information was known about them until I recently found
one for sale in the original box.  Though the date of manufac-
ture is still unknown, the company that produced these beauti-
ful pieces is Sasaki Crystal.

There is a very pretty Master Salt found in some collections.  It is round
in shape and has sides that consist of narrow rounded columns, and one
was recently found that had the original mirrored lid.  It is in fact a
Dresser Jar.  But it certainly holds salt with grace and beauty.

A pewter salt was found with a simple back stamp
showing the word "JUST" in a triangle and below it "DENMARK
2237".  The mark is for Just Anderson, 1884-1943.
He was a Danish designer, sculptor and silversmith
although he is now known mostly for his
Scandinavian design of common household
objects in pewter.

And my last is a question back to you - How many of you that went to the race track muse-
um noticed the Figural Master Center Piece Intaglio Stand with the Jeweled Holder being
held by the Three Men?  - Now that is what I call a Master Salt!!!!  

Please send Mary any questions you might have about open salt collecting and she will
put on her research hat to try to find the right response. Mary can be contacted by email
at marykernsd@cox.net,  or by mail at 6889 Glenroy St., San Diego, CA 92120-1217.



1st Prize Display 

Close-up of the display

Nola Jende presenting Al
& Sherry Diamond with the
1st Place Award and the
traditional Indianapolis 500
bottle of milk

2nd Place Display

Sarah Kawakami with 2nd
Place Award

3rd Prize Display

Close-up of the display

Debi Raitz
with 3rd

Place
Award

Display and creator Ed Bowman

Display and creators
Ken & Faye Hudson

Display and close up and
creator Mary Kern

Display and
close up with

creator 
Diane Wittik
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Display and creator Chris Brenner



2007 OSC Outstanding Achievement Award Winners

Two collectors were singled out for honor at the 10th National Open Salt Convention by being selected to receive the
Outstanding Achievement Award for 2007:  Lesley Solkoske and Sarah Kawakami. Both were nominated by their
peers and chosen by a distinguished selection committee to receive this coveted award.  Past winners are:  1995—Ed
and Kay Berg; 1997—Donna Wolfe and Elmer and Barbara Guilmartin; 1999—Ed Bowman; 2001—Linda Drew; 2003
Sandra Jzyk and Nina Robertson; and 2005—Debi Raitz and Rod Elser.  The ceremony was at the closing banquet with
Linda Drew, Marketing Manager for the national Open Salt Collectors organization, happily presenting both Lesley and
Sarah with a prized, hand-made salt from Sweetwater Glass and an award certificate.  Both individuals received a stand-
ing ovation for their many contributions over the years to our shared hobby.       

The award certificate presented to Lesley reads: 

Lesley offered the following comments: I would like to thank the national Open Salt
Collectors for selecting me to receive the achievement award this year at the convention. It
is a wonderful honor and I really appreciate it. The salt itself is beautiful and sits in a place
of honor among all my convention salts! It will always be a reminder of all the wonderful
friends in the salt groups and the good times we’ve had together. Additionally, I would like
to thank several specific individuals for helping put together the posters of the past conven-
tions. Sarah Kawakami did the 3rd and 7th California conventions; Donna Wolfe did the 4th

convention in Corning; Ed Bowman did the 6th Chicago convention; and Al & Sherry Diamond did the poster for the
Cherry Hill (8th) convention. All these posters are wonderful and have brought back many memories. The posters will
travel to NJ for the August OSCAR meeting and then to New England for the October NESOSC meeting.  They will then
be sent to California for the next convention so there will be opportunities to see them again if you missed them in
Indianapolis. Thank you all very much! Lesley Solkoske

The award certificate presented to Sarah reads:

Sarah provided the following comments: I would like to thank everyone for this
great honor.  Back in the 1960’s when I started my collection, I never thought I
would be so fortunate as to meet so many terrific people and make so many won-
derful friends as this hobby has given to me. The world of open salt collectors is so
very special! Thank you so very much. Sarah Kawakami

Lesley Solkoske 
receiving Outstanding
Achievement Award

presentation by
Linda Drew.

Sarah Kawakami receiving
Outstanding Achievement Award

presentation by Linda Drew.
(Sarah is still wearing her 

costume from the 
Wizard of Salts skit.)
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“Outstanding Achievement Award presented to Lesley Solkoske on June
9th 2007 at the 10th National Open Salt Convention. Lesley has served as
President of NESOSC for many years and supported her club with leader-
ship, organization and inspiration, including leading the club while host-
ing two national conventions. She is a noted researcher of the Meriden
Silver Company and has made significant contributions to open salt col-
lecting through her research and published articles.”

“Outstanding Achievement Award presented to Sarah Kawakami on June
9th 2007 at the 10th National Open Salt Convention.  Sarah has worked
tirelessly for 14 years as the President of OSSOTW-Northern California.
She has provided leadership, organization and inspiration to all open salt
collectors on the West Coast. She has helped organize and run two
national conventions and has authored articles about her favorite area of
collecting, mercury glass.”



NEW PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

At the end of the 10th NOSC two torches were
passed, one literally from MOSS to the two
California clubs who will host the 11th NOSC in the
San Francisco area in 2009, and the other figura-
tively as Rod Elser announced my Presidency,
replacing him as the second President of OSC, the
national Open Salt Collectors organization.

I would like to add my thanks to those of all the
attendants to the Raborns and their excellent committee who conducted a wonderful con-

vention filled with programming, thousands of salts available in the Buy-Sell, wonderful exhibits including a display of salt molds
and presses to actually see how salts were made (thanks Ed B).  There was even a late-night ‘surprise event’ as we were all
roused out of our beds for a fire drill.  Sally Hegedus and Caroline Bugel won my unofficial ‘Salters of the Year’ awards for keeping
their priorities straight – while all others quickly dressed or ran out of the hotel in their bedclothes, Sally and Caroline grabbed their
most valuable possessions, their newly acquired salts, to be rescued from the potential hazard.

But when the announcement of the new Board was made everyone applauded and we saw more than a few questioning looks
from participants who didn’t know that the OSC existed outside of the regional clubs (or what it was supposed to do).

As VP, it was my responsibility to take the wonderful copy edited by Rod Elser (as the
National Newsletter editor) and print and send it to all of you.  If you haven’t received a
newsletter, I hope that you will keep this number 800-779-2430 and call my office to recti-
fy the error and get a new copy sent.  It’s hard keeping track of all the addresses and,
unfortunately, I sometimes miss sending a newsletter (or it gets lost in bulk mail).  Just let
us know and we’ll get one right out to you. We all owe Rod a vote of thanks for his hard
work for the last four years as our President and his continued effort as our editor.  I’ve
served Rod as his VP both in OSCAR and at OSC.  He quietly and effectively administered
and advanced the hobby in a proficient and professional manner.  Please help me to repay
him for his efforts in the way he will appreci- a te most.  The way to repay Rod for his efforts
is simple – Write a few paragraphs about your favorite part of collecting Open Salts and
send it to him with a few pictures.  He will work his editing “magic” and make it look like
you write professionally and everyone can see and share in your particular passion.  We
need articles about Bavarian animal salts (those cute bears and other animals), intaglios,
cut glass, Steuben salts, pewter, wood salts, pairs—(individuals and “table” salts—according
to Rod’s new lexicon), figurals, breakfast sets, and several hundred more specialties that I
know are favored by our members.  These a rticles will be used for our members and will
also be used for antique magazines and trade press around the country to feature our
hobby to all those “salters” out there who don’t even know we exist.

And that brings me to my time as President.  Our Board and I are dedicated to publicizing and expanding our hobby over the
next two years (or four if you choose to re-elect us).  Our goal is easy to state and difficult to accomplish – Grow active
membership to every club in the U.S. and create at least two new or resurging clubs in geographic or metropolitan areas
that are known to contain many collectors of open salt dishes.  I travel the country and seek open salts wherever I go.  I’m
here to tell you that they are hard to find (another reason to attend meetings and conventions when there are thousands of salts
on display for sale).  Any out-of-the-ordinary salts that show up are quickly acquired by seemingly thousands of collectors around
the country.  We know that if we get them to come to our meetings, the family atmosphere that is present in all of our clubs will
quickly win them over to join and actively participate in our local clubs.  And the ever better quality of our National Newsletter
should add to the appreciation of the hobby for both existing members and hobbyists who have not yet heard of OSC and the
regional clubs.

The Board has expanded to include representa-
tives of each club.  We intend to use the skills and
talents of each Board member to extend and
accomplish our goals.  If you have ideas of how to
get and keep new members, please e-mail them
to me (al@agencyconsulting.com ).  I look forward
to working with Lesley Solkoske, VP; Mike
Zagwoski, Treasurer; Judy Johnson, Marketing
Director; and Debi Raitz, our Web Master.  Please
feel free to contact any of us with your sugges-
tions and to volunteer for national projects.
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President Al works the crowd at
the Convention's Reverse Auction


